Mr. Robert P. Ferm Jr.
December 8, 1960 - March 7, 2020

Robert P. Ferm Jr. born in Chicago raised in Mokena, IL. Beloved husband of Maureen
Ferm nee Marshall. Loving father of Dana (Pan), Brett, and Danielle (Jason). Proud and
caring grandfather of Gianna. Dear brother of Cheryl, Jim, and the late Pam. He was a
lover of both people and animals. He never met a stranger he did not like and was always
the life of the party. His nieces and nephews adored him. He will be missed very much
Robert graduated from Lincolnway Central High School going on to Ball State University
were he played Quarterback. He enjoyed coaching, serving as coach of the New Lenox
Mustangs and basketball teams. Funeral Friday, 10:00 AM at the Vandenberg Funeral
Home, 19604 Wolf Road, Mokena, IL. 60448. Interment to follow in St. John's Cemetery.
Visitation Thursday, 3:00-9:00 PM. For information on services, 708-479-1210 or
www.vandenbergfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

I am for sorry to hear about Bobby's passing. Sending love and hugs to Maureen,
Dana, Danielle and Brett.

Regina - March 29, 2020 at 04:03 PM

“

I had the pleasure of being a friend and teammate of Bob’ in grade school , high
school , and men’s leagues. He was a true friend. The type of individual that always
had your back. With words and actions.
Although we had lost touch, I would think of him often. A person like Bob leaves a
lasting impression. I’m a far better man because he was in my life.
Steve Cecich

Steve Cecich - March 22, 2020 at 10:40 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to the entire family. It's hard to imagine somebody with such a
huge personality gone, and boy did he have one of those! Bob was very passionate
about a lot of things, sports were definitely at the top of his list, but his family was
number one spot. May his memory be a blessing.

Ronda Virklan - March 12, 2020 at 04:04 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Mr. Robert P. Ferm Jr..

March 12, 2020 at 12:11 PM

“

I first met Bob Ferm in the summer of 1975. It was the beginning of football season.
We were Freshmen in high school at Lincolnway. We all clicked right away, all of us,
our whole team, those first 2 weeks of double sessions before school started. Bob
and I played in the backfield together and became friends.Our whole team became
super close. A lot of friendships were formed there. We had great coaches that
taught us how to play the game and also how to become young men. We practiced
hard and got good. Nobody dogged it and it seemed everyone hit hard. I'll tell you
what, Bob Ferm could hit! And he could take a hit. If we hit him hard he would get so
fired up he would get red, his eyes would be all bright, sweating, hot, and he would
just love it. I can see it in my eyes right now. But that's why Bob became the leader of
our team. Our leader, our quarterback for 4 years. Always fired up and ready to play.
He always practiced extremely hard. He kicked our field goals and threw touchdown
passes. He was really good and very talented. And we had a blast playing the game
of football. He was a great athlete-football,basketball,baseball-perhaps our best all
around male athlete. He was enthusiastic, fun, laughing, smiling, a little cocky and
smart too. A nice dude, a great classmate, greater teammate and a good friend back
in the day, Class of 79. I'll never forget him. I'll always picture that great big open
mouthed smile of his laughing.
I'm sad today that Bob Ferm has passed. But I'm happy to have such fond memories
of him. Those were some glory days for sure!
My sincere condolences to his family. Rest In Peace Bob Ferm
Steve Bielecki

Steve Bielecki - March 12, 2020 at 10:57 AM

“

Very sorry to learn of Bob’s passing. We grew up during simpler times playing
baseball in Mokena and going to school at Willowcrest and Lincoln Way. Without a
doubt one of the best athletes from our area. My condolences to his family and
friends.

Kurt Sangmeister - March 11, 2020 at 05:47 PM

“

Pretty Please was purchased for the family of Mr. Robert P. Ferm Jr..

March 11, 2020 at 05:09 PM

“

Basket Full of Wishes was purchased for the family of Mr. Robert P. Ferm Jr..

March 11, 2020 at 04:57 PM

“

Cooper St Neighbors. Anciars,Greenbergs,Schimicks purchased the Medium Dish
Garden for the family of Mr. Robert P. Ferm Jr..

Cooper St Neighbors. Anciars,Greenbergs,Schimicks - March 11, 2020 at 10:12 AM

“

There is a lot that comes with a personality as big as my uncle had. He was very
passionate about everything he chose to do, a lot of it good and some of it not so
good. The memories I have chosen to carry with me will only be the ones that had a
part in shaping me into who I am today. We all know how much he loved sports and
how there wasn’t much you could do to calm him down from a bad call whether it be
professional sports or the famous little league coaching days. That memory will make
me smile. When it came to watching Uncle Bob coach, even as a young kid I knew
he was more passionate about the potential he saw than the mistakes he was getting
red about. That was one of my favorite things about him. When he saw talent and
potential in someone, he wanted to speak life into it and make it grow in the only way
he knew how- either loud enough for everyone within a mile to hear or in your face
looking you dead in the eyes to make sure you could hear and feel what he was
trying to say. As his niece, I never left his presence without getting at least 4 hugs,
encouragement that he was proud of me in whatever I was doing, and that I was
smart and could do anything I set my mind to. Some memories are more specific like
listening to Alanis Morissette on repeat on our way to the waterpark with a
Winnebago van full of kids. Driving back and forth to Indiana for fireworks on the 4th
of July, and lighting ¼ sticks of dynamite. He was good at having fun and being a kid.
I’m sad that he has left this earth but I’m glad he is no longer enduring many years of
suffering. As the years pass, I’ve realized the expectations we have for our life and
the lives of the people we love often don’t play out into the plan we had imagined. To
be honest, all of us are one decision away from a completely different life and our
choices sometimes rule our life. Our full potential doesn’t always meet us on the road
that we take but the people that love us most stick by our side clinging to the hope
that someday it might. We grab on to the hope that even though things aren’t how we
saw our life play out, that the people in it did the best they could with what was put in
front of them. As a young kid, I saw an uncle that was capable and had the potential
to be a legend, a great man, a doting husband, father, son, and brother. Time ran out
on the clock and the game is over. We will carry your memory for years long after our
goodbyes, remembering the good plays and bad plays of life you coached us
through. Uncle Bob, you will be forever missed.

Jamie - March 11, 2020 at 12:47 AM

“
“

Dana Hompluem - March 11, 2020 at 10:24 AM

A beautiful tribute by Jamie.
Our condolences,
Carolyn and Mike Dailey
Carolyn Dailey - March 11, 2020 at 01:58 PM

“
“

Love
Brett - March 11, 2020 at 04:08 PM

I am so sorry for your loss Maureen and your kids loss and all the extended Ferm family.
Bob is with Pam now. My thoughts and prayers are with you. Jeri Sagen
Jeri Sagen - March 11 2020 at 09:26 PM

Jeri Sagen March 11, 2020 at 09:26 PM

“

XO - Jamie, Eric, Lena, Jack and Mataya purchased the Simply Elegant
Spathiphyllum for the family of Mr. Robert P. Ferm Jr..

XO - Jamie, Eric, Lena, Jack and Mataya - March 10, 2020 at 11:02 PM

“

I am truly sorry for your loss. Bob was such a wonderful high school memory. He had
the best smile. I will continue to keep you all in my prayers.
Rest in Peace
Jeanne Whelan Sanborn

Jeanne Sanborn - March 10, 2020 at 07:32 PM

“

We were so sorry to hear of Bob’s passing!!! As one of his coaches I have so many
memories of his high school days playing football. It was his Senior year and we were
playing Stagg High School. He played one of the best games, passing for one TD and
running for over 50 yds for another. He also kicked off and kicked field goals and extra
points.
That day he also threw for a two point conversion! Wow, what a player he was! Just as
important, he was a good person and loved by so many!! Thanks for the memories Bob,
Coach Bundy
Dennis Bundy - March 11, 2020 at 05:34 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to all whose lives he touched. He will not be forgotten. Sara
Kuehner

Sara Kuehner - March 10, 2020 at 06:39 PM

“

So very sorry for your loss. Prayers to all of you.
Nancy Boza-Bechstein and family

Nancy Bechstein - March 10, 2020 at 05:14 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mr. Robert P. Ferm Jr..

March 10, 2020 at 04:50 PM

“

Couldn’t believe what I saw this morning going to miss you Bob. Glad we we’re
friends. Five yrs of football
together and Pheasant & Rabbit Hunting together
back in the day. I Remember my father would make a Pre Game Breakfast for a
bunch of us on Saturday Morning at our house Steak & Eggs And Some Van Halen
Playing In the back ground getting us pumped for Our Game !!!

Mark Stewart - March 10, 2020 at 12:27 PM

“

So sorry for your loss Mo! I will be praying for you and your family

chris dudash - March 10, 2020 at 12:25 PM

“

I was very sorry today to learn of Bob’s passing. We grew up close by in Mokena and
played baseball & basketball together. I wish we had maintained contact but the last
time I saw him was perhaps 25 years ago. My deepest condolences to his family and
friends. - Kurt Sangmeister, Venice FL

Kurt Sangmeister - March 10, 2020 at 09:05 AM

“

So sorry to Maureen, their children and extended family on the loss of Bob.
Jeri Sagen - March 10, 2020 at 05:55 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mr. Robert P. Ferm Jr..

March 10, 2020 at 04:36 AM

“

I will never forget when Gianna was born and the nurse came in and said a man
wearing Bears clothes keeps pacing up and down the hallway... we all laughed and
said “It’s Bob”. <3

Sam Depratt - March 10, 2020 at 04:28 AM

“

Bob Ferm and I were good friends many good times I tried to keep in contact in the
past.He was a great athlete n person my condolences to his wife n family sincerely
David L nichols

David nichols - March 10, 2020 at 02:36 AM

“

Basket of Memories was purchased for the family of Mr. Robert P. Ferm Jr..

March 09, 2020 at 07:11 PM

