Mrs. Minnie Edith Jones Ivie
September 26, 1924 - May 25, 2018

Edith J. Ivie, 93, died of natural causes on May 25. She was a teacher and author who
devoted her life to education and social justice. Achieving remarkable heights for a woman
of her generation, Ivie earned a Master’s degree in Spanish from Duke University in 1951,
did doctoral work at the University of Kansas, and studied abroad at the University of
Mexico during World War II. She taught English and Spanish in high schools and colleges
across the United States, including North Central College and Moraine Valley Community
College in the Chicago area. A lifelong Protestant, Ivie used the church as a base for her
activism. She served as Director of Christian Education at the First Christian Church in
Oklahoma City, taught English to Hispanic immigrants at the Joliet UCC Church, and was
a dedicated member of St. John’s UCC Church in Mokena, Illinois, for the last 31 years.
Ever committed to a life of the mind, Ivie was an active participant in local book groups
and creative writing groups right up until the end, and she even published a book of her
own at the age of 85. Through the Eyes of Joanna (2010) is a work of historical fiction that
tells the story of an obscure woman who was mentioned in the Bible only three times, but
who made the extraordinary decision to give up her life of privilege to follow Jesus.
Minnie Edith Jones was born on September 26, 1924 in Denison, Texas to Wallace Jones,
a minister and Lorena Stuart Jones, a teacher. She married William K Ivie (d. 1984), a
professor of romance languages, on September 12, 1946. Together, the couple lived and
taught all over the country from Texas to North Carolina, Oklahoma to Illinois. Edith is
survived by her daughter, Sharon Varel; her son-in-law, Dennis Varel; and her two
grandsons, Steven Varel and David Varel. Her family, like most everyone who met her,
was perpetually moved by her kindness and generosity of spirit. She will be missed.
Funeral service to be held at St. John UCC Church, Mokena, IL on Monday, 6/4/18 with
visitation at 10:00 AM, service at 11:00 AM, and luncheon to follow.
Donations to Joliet Hospice or St. John’s UCC in lieu of flowers.
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Comments

“

Sharon - my heart goes out to you and your family. Great moments become great
memories and those memories will live forever in your hearts. I know how much you
are all hurting now but there will come a time when your wonderful memories will
help to bring you comfort. Memories will bring a smile to your face and you will feel
your heart smile too. I truly believe it is then that our loved ones are telling us they
are happy and they are o.k. Memories are the way those we have love and lost
speak to our hearts and to our souls. It is then that our hearts listen.

Sandy O’Brien - June 06, 2018 at 08:17 AM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Mrs. Minnie Edith Jones Ivie.

June 02, 2018 at 06:32 PM

“

I was so blessed to have Edith come into my life many years ago. She was no longer
abe to drive and starting using the New Lenox Township Transportation Service. I
was truly blessed by taking her to and from where she needed to go. I learned so
much about her and her lovely family. She was an amazing women. I loved to hear
her stories and all her stories of her travels of the world. When she was writing her
book, I loved to her tell me every week what was happening next. She would always
ask me about my family, she was the kindness person anyone could ever meet. She
is going to be truly missed. I am going to miss her wonderful smile!! God Bless you
Debbie Cunningham
Dear Friend Always
New Lenox Township Transportation

Debra Cunningham - May 30, 2018 at 04:32 PM

“

Sharon,
The stories that you've shared about your mom made me feel as if I knew her
personally. The way that she lived was an inspiration and I can only pray that I can
be as outgoing when I reach my wisdom years.
Aisha

Aisha - May 30, 2018 at 10:22 AM

“

Sharon,
My thoughts are with you and your family in this difficult time. Many of us at Provisur
are thinking of you. Please be well.
Sincerely,
Paul Maillet

Paul Maillet - May 29, 2018 at 11:17 AM

“

Edith was one of the sweetest people I have ever known. After I knew her awhile, I
also realized that she was brilliant. I did her hair for many years, and we had some
wonderful conversations. When I left the shop I really missed spending time with her
every week. I will miss seeing her in church as well. Unfortunately I will be out of
town when they have her service, but I want to share my condolences with her
family. She was truly special.
Rose Tuttle

Rose Tuttle - May 29, 2018 at 10:22 AM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Mrs. Minnie Edith Jones Ivie.

May 28, 2018 at 10:41 AM

