Mrs. Joy M. Leonardo
July 24, 1931 - November 8, 2020

Joy Marion Leonardo, nee Delorenzo. Beloved wife of the late Benny A. Leonardo.
Devoted daughter of the late Lawrence and Agnes DeLorenzo. Loving mother of Vicki
Bihler, Nick, Connie (Tom) Shander and Larry Leonardo. Proud grandmother of Renee
(Ed) Hayes, Lauren (Andrew) Sweeten, Paul Bihler, Ben (Jessica) Shander, Christopher
(Karolina) Shander, Nicholas Shander, Alexandria, Christian and Francesca Leonardo.
Fond great grandmother of AJ, Dylan, Nicholas, and Luke. Dearest aunt and friend of
many. In lieu of flowers memorials to Lincolnway Special Recreation Association. 1900
Heather Glen Drive, New Lenox, IL 60451 or http://www.lwsra.org. For information 708-47
9-1210 or http://www.vandenbergfuneralhome.com

Cemetery
Private
IL,

Comments

“

I was incredibly saddened to learn only yesterday of Joy's passing. Though our news
from the area had dropped since my parents left in 2015, and both have died since,
COVID has meant even less.
Mr Benny's was a weekly favorite stop for our folks, they knew everyone, and got out
with the Leonardos periodically. Joy was a favorite friend of my Mom's, and every
time I was in town she was there to greet with that sparkling smile, and later join us
for a cocktail. I will always remember her and the family with a smile.

Jim Stead - February 21 at 06:31 PM

“

My deepest sympathy. Everytime I went to your house back when we were kids, she
always made me feel welcome. And when I was old enough I would go to the
restaurant and she would always greet me by my last name with that wonderful smile
of hers and we'd talk a little before I went it.

Larry Suhrbier - December 27, 2020 at 11:59 PM

“

What a wonderful lady she was. Always kind and hAs a smile every time we saw her.
We have been dining there for years. The entire family is great and we looked
forward to seeing them often. She is a loss to everyone who new her. Joys and
Benny’s light will continue to shine through her loved ones surviving her. She you
both someday again.

Ed Buda and family - November 22, 2020 at 02:21 PM

“

I didn't know your mother as a personal friend but often worked with her for dinners
and events for St Anthony's Church and other diocesan events. What a delightful
woman, full of charm and grace, she will be missed.
Barbara J. Bekker

Barbara J Bekker - November 20, 2020 at 10:54 AM

“

I am so saddened at the loss of your mom. We had the privilege of knowing and
being with your mom and dad for many years. Our families go way back. She was
one of the finest "ladies" I have ever known wearing many hats well. My deepest
sympathy to your family in your loss. She was loved and will be greatly missed. Love
all of you.
Mary Lou Bates

Mary Lou Bates - November 18, 2020 at 01:15 PM

“

One of the finest ladies I ever met. We go back to Western Ave and many many
memories. You will always be in my prayers Joy we shared many laughs mostly at
the rest of the clan. Keep dancing...
Rich Ward

Richard Ward - November 17, 2020 at 03:56 PM

“

RIP Joy, I will miss my pre COVID Hug and your upbeat outlook on life. You left
behind a great legacy to continue yours and Bennys Dream. Good food, but more
importantly great family.

Tom English - November 17, 2020 at 09:18 AM

“

Joy had the most wonderful smile and was always so very kind in all she did. She will
be greatly missed but know she is with Benny in a happier place. I am so grateful to
have known them both and have so many fond memories of sharing stories with
them and appreciate the way they always made me feel special. My thoughts and
prayers are with your family as you go through this difficult time. My heart is with you
all.
Mary Frost

MARY FROST - November 16, 2020 at 05:13 PM

“

Dear Friends, we are so sorry to hear of Joys passing. She was a kind and loving
person. She always had a smile for everyone. No matter how much time passed she
was always happy to see you. She will be so missed. We hope the love and sincere
condolences of friends will be a comfort to you. At least she is with Benny in a better
place. Sending love. xxxooo The Hryn Family

Carol Hryn - November 15, 2020 at 06:41 PM

“

Joy will certainly be missed by the Fowler Family. Her smile was contagious, and her
quick wit brought laughter to all around her. May the many wonderful memories of
Joy bring smiles and peace to the Leonardo Family.
Love and hugs, Steve, Mickey, Samantha, and Michael

Mickey Fowler - November 15, 2020 at 09:34 AM

“

RIP my dear and best friend since 1st grade. I will miss our phone calls reminiscing
about our school days ,especially high school and catching up on our kids and family.
Also school luncheons and getting together for dinner. My prayers and thoughts are
with all your family and I know you and Benny are watching over all of us God Bless
Love You
Lois

bless
Lois Lane - November 14, 2020 at 09:31 AM

“

The smile in this photo is the same smile you received EVERY time you walked into
Mr. Benny's followed by a heartfelt greeting that made you feel like one of the
Leonardo family. There will certainly be a huge void without her (and Benny) in the
restaurant, but their legacy will live on forever You can be assured your loyal clients
will continue to visit so we can always raise a glass and toast the many beautiful
memories (and meals) we all have enjoyed over the years. From the Glatz Family to
the Leonardo Family.... all our love today and always.

Chris Glatz - November 13, 2020 at 04:52 PM

“

What a fitting first name for such a wonderful lady, she was truly a Joy. While serving
as Police Chief in Mokena I had the opportunity to host & attend many events at Mr.
Benny’s realizing that Mr. Benny, Joy and the entire Leonardo family were true loving
friends of law enforcement. Our deepest condolences to the Leonardo family on the
loss of Joy may she Rest In Peace. Randy & Patty Rajewski, Glendale Arizona.

Randy & Patty Rajewski Glendale, Arizona - November 13, 2020 at 08:37 AM

“

Just waking through the door at Mr. Benny’s, and being warmly greeted by Joy, was
always the introduction to a wonderful evening and delicious dinner and cocktails
served by one or more of those amazing children. A very special lady to so many.
Doug and Winnie

winnie nyhus - November 11, 2020 at 12:22 PM

“

Going to Mr. Benny's was always a joy, especially being greeted with joy and by Joy. A
perfect way to start a most delightful evening. She will always be remembered by everyone
who had the pleasure of crossing her path.
You will be missed my friend and say hi to Mr. B.
Evelyn (ej) May
Evelyn May - November 14, 2020 at 05:04 PM

“

Joy, we will miss your loving smile and warm heart. Your family has touched so many
people. We will continue to think of you and Benny when we visit the legacy restaurant for
which you worked so hard and with love. Our condolences to the beautiful Leonardo
family!!! You were blessed with lovely parents!
Scott and Carol Lindee
Carol Lindee - November 18, 2020 at 09:42 AM

