Mr. James " Jim " H. Katzmann
December 4, 1948 - April 28, 2021

James “Jim” H. Katzmann, age 72, late of Mokena, IL, passed away peacefully April 28,
2021. Beloved son to the late Helen Kuehne and Arthur Katzman II. Caring brother to
Arthur III, Richard, and Anne Schlott. Devoted husband to Deanne Katzmann nee Booth.
Loving father of Sarah Gross, Kristy, and Kelly. Proud grandfather to Noah and Jacob
Cutright, Ella Gross, Helena and Estelle Calvillo. Proud Uncle and Great Uncle to many
nieces, nephews, great-nieces and great-nephews.
In his youth, friends and neighbors nicknamed him after the energizer bunny. Jim attended
Oak Lawn High School, graduating class of 1967. He then became a star athlete, lettering
in football and track at Doane College in Crete, Nebraska from 1967 until he graduated in
1971. He carried his love for sports throughout his lifetime; eagerly attending every youth
sports game of his children, grandchildren, and great nieces and nephews, becoming a
White Sox Fan extraordinaire, and lover of college football. Loved ones can describe Jim
as a giver; always putting everyone else first and willing to lend a hand, even if he didn’t
agree or understand. A caring and compassionate neighbor, Jim was active in the
neighborhood assisting everyone- whether it be shoveling driveways, cutting down trees,
or leaving ice cold water for the mailman or bus driver. Family members can recall
numerous memories and characteristics that made him a “#1 Grandpa”, he was a
dedicated and loving grandfather, his grandchildren were the center of his world and he
always put them first- they brought him such joy and happiness. His infectious smile and
generous nature will be dearly missed, as he spread unconditional love to everyone he
knew. In lieu of flowers, please direct memorials to N.A.W.S. Mokena (https://www.nawsu
s.org/donate).

Cemetery
St. John's Cemetery
200 South Wolf Road
Mokena, IL, 60448

Comments

“

I've just learned of Jim's passing. I extend my condolences to Jim's extended family
and his legion of friends - past and present.
During the years 1965-67 I was the basketball and football athletic team manager at
Oak Lawn Community High School; two sports in which Jim excelled. As an athlete,
Jim was a frequent "visitor" to the training room - where I treated various aches,
pains and injuries.
As with barbers and bartenders, team managers develop a close personal
relationship with those they come into contact with. I saw Jim when he experienced
highs, and disappointing lows. When he excelled in sports, and when he was injured.
Even in his teen years, Jim was an inspiration to all who knew him.
May GOD continue to extend his grace to Jim, and to us all.

Bill Masterson - June 16 at 10:40 PM

“

We have many fond memories of Jim’s talents in football and basketball. He was a
member of many organizations at Oak Lawn High School and excelled academically.
He will be missed! Terry & Ken Davidson.

Terry Davidson - May 07 at 08:18 PM

“

Sorry to hear of Jim's passing, I have great memories of Athletics and Fraternity.
Deanne, please know you and your family are all in our thoughts and prayers here in
Nebraska

Chuck Duchek - May 04 at 10:11 AM

“

Jim was a really great guy. Always up lifting and fun to be around. So kind and easy
to talk to. A wonderful cousin in law.
Heaven has another beautiful gem!

Vickie Rupert - May 02 at 02:42 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Alisa Booth - May 02 at 02:06 PM

“

Alisa Booth lit a candle in memory of Mr. James " Jim " H. Katzmann

Alisa Booth - May 02 at 02:04 PM

“

Best Friend, Brother in law, Uncle/great uncle his Texas family could have ever
wished for. He will be missed and loved forever.

Gary Booth - May 02 at 10:28 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Mr. James " Jim " H.
Katzmann.

May 01 at 01:33 PM

“

Heart's Companion Bouquet was purchased for the family of Mr. James " Jim " H.
Katzmann.

April 30 at 07:16 PM

