Ms. Elizabeth M. Draper "Beth"
January 17, 1963 - April 19, 2018

Elizabeth M. Draper "Beth" age 55 late of Tinley Park, IL. After a second valiant struggle
with breast cancer. Beth was a wonderful and good person who always did the right thing
and was wise beyond her years. She was a cancer survivor, musician, artist, athlete, loyal
friend, loving daughter, sister and aunt. She was an ethical hard worker who paid attention
to detail. After working for years in dental hygiene, she obtained her BS in Accounting with
High Honors and passed the CPA exam. Beth was preceded in death by her father
William Edward Draper Jr. She is survived by her mother, Marion Rae Draper, brother
William Edward Draper III, nieces Dawn Diane Reed (nee Draper) and Michelle Renee
Draper, nephew William Edward Draper IV, extended family and a small circle of loyal
friends some of whom go back to childhood. She will be greatly missed. Funeral Service
Monday April 23, 2018 10:00 AM at the Vandenberg Funeral Home 17248 S. Harlem Ave.
Tinley Park, IL 60477. Interment in Mt. Vernon Memorial Estates, Lemont IL. Visitation
Sunday April 22, 2018 from 2-7 PM. For information 708-532-1635 or
www.vandenbergfuneralhome.com
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Beth Draper Eulogy by Billy Draper, Part 3
Vandenberg Funeral Home; Tinley Park, IL
23 April 2018
Now, the title of my talk …
Wisdom. Wisdom begins with the fear of God. It is the ability to discern inner qualities
and relationships. It is the ability to use good judgment. In a deeper sense, it is the
practical placation of intelligence. It is commonly associated with compassion,
experiential self-knowledge and virtues such as ethics and benevolence. Beth had all
that. She had an innate sense of people and their purposes. She chose wisely those
to spend time with. I repeat, she had more pure intelligence and common sense than
anyone I have ever known.
Courage. Courage is the rarest of all human traits. Beth showed a tremendous
amount of courage in the last months of her life. She was a Cancer Survivor not a
Cancer Victim. Cancer did not beat her. God just chose this way and time for her to
come home to him. She accepted what her mother and I had a very difficult time
accepting. She would coach us to accept the reality of what was happening … while
also providing me a full set of instructions on her wishes and tasks to complete after
she passed.
In closing,
Beth and I were close as kids. We then drifted apart while we pursued our individual
lives. Later, we again became extremely close. We spoke on the phone two to three
times a week – sometimes for hours. We discussed all topics on life. I will always
cherish those times. We would help each other. When I went through a very difficult
time in my life, her advice and comfort across the miles through the phone lines and
cell towers was invaluable to me.
I drove her to the final appointment with her Oncologist on Friday, 23 March 2018.
On that day she made the final decision not to pursue any further treatment and
enter Hospice. The doctor asked her one last question: “Is there anything you need
from me?” Her response was: “I have my brother. That’s all I need.”
I was blessed and honored to be her brother.
One of Beth’s favorite sayings was: “Make it go away.” Last Thursday, 19 April 2018,
at 12:01 pm CDT, at the young age of 55 years old, she did just that.
I miss her greatly as will her mother. Who do I call now?
Thank you.

William Edward Draper III - April 26, 2018 at 04:45 PM
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When we drove in the car together I would often sing along to songs on the radio.
She would often say: “You’re flat.” But, every now and then she would say: “You can
get away with that one.” She told me like it was and she was right.
I often encouraged her to perform as a singer/guitar player at various venues. She
chose to keep her talents to herself. She was very good at self-entertainment.
Computers. Beth was a self-taught computer wizard. I learned along the way that she
knew so much that when I had an issue I could call her up and she would walk me
through it always solving my problem. She would help her friends and office mates
with computers also. I heard many stories on this yesterday.
Handywoman. Beth was a self-taught handywoman. She remodeled the bathroom at
home. She installed a sump-pump back-up system (with some help from Laurie I
understand). She performed electrical and plumbing work. Whatever needed fixin’
she learned it and did it.
Medicine. I always wondered why Beth didn't pursue an MD. She was a self-taught
medical encyclopedia. She knew everything about physiology, disease, testing,
internal medicine and medical terminology. At her appointments I had to remind her
to just let the doctor talk so they didn't think she knew more than them.
Note the words ‘self-taught’ in the above. She loved to learn.
Philosopher. Beth loved quotes and sayings that meant something more than the
words they were written with. My favorite of hers, and the one that helped me the
most, was ‘keep mouth shut, keep ears open, keep antenna up.’
Organizer. “The devil is in the details” is a cliché we have all heard many times.
However, most people don’t like getting into the details. Beth was not most people.
Those who knew her know of what I speak. She focused on facts, logic and reason –
not emotion. The labeler displayed here is both a humorous conversation piece and
an example of her focus on structure and order. Her goal was to make life as simple
as possible. Maximizing structure and order maximizes efficiency. That is true for
Beth and for major corporations … although many of them refuse to practice it.
Patriot. Beth was an American patriot. She loved the United States of America and
displayed the flag on all appropriate holidays. She also thought that the Democrats
and the Republicans were both nuts. Her political views were specific to the topic not
the party. She taught me a lot about the difference between tolerance, acceptance
and celebration.
Christian. Beth was a devout Christian. She attended Zion Lutheran Church here in

Tinley Park a few blocks east of here. She always lived her life in practice of
Christian values.
Friend. I heard once that a mirror is a mirror of your physical reality, writing is a mirror
of your mind and friends are a mirror of your character. The interactions I have had
with Beth’s friends prove this to be true.
Good Person. Another saying I like is: “How you feel is your business. How you act is
everyone else's.” There’s an interesting quiz one can take. Do you want to be a
happy, successful, or good person? Someone once said: "The only happy people I
know are people I don't know well.” Success could mean money, status, or
intelligence with self-control, but means different things to different people. Beth had
struggles but always acted in the interests of others. She was kind, compassionate
and had bulletproof integrity. She helped all who asked. She excelled at gratitude,
the foundation of all the other virtues. Beth was a good person, the correct answer to
the quiz.
Vince Lombardi said: "The measure of who we are is what we do with what we
have.” Beth did much with little.
William Edward Draper III - April 26, 2018 at 04:44 PM
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Courage and Wisdom
Beth was born at Englewood Hospital on 17 January 1963 (picture of Beatles on that
date in the back). Her journey to courage and wisdom began that day on the south
side of Chicago.
Education. She graduated high school with the class of ’81. She earned an AS in
Criminal Justice and then another AS in Dental Hygiene. She went back to school in
her forties after beating breast cancer and having restorative surgery. She earned a
Bachelor of Science in Accounting with High Honors. What is High Honors? Answer:
25 classes, 25 A’s. She then went on and passed the Illinois CPA Exam, a grueling
set of four separate exams that must be taken and passed within an 18 month time
period.
I work at Ford Motor Company – a Fortune 10 global corporation. There are many
“smart” people there with advanced degrees from “big shot” schools. Beth, on the
other hand, does not have an advanced degree and did not go to a “big shot” school.
However, she had more pure intelligence, wisdom and common sense than anyone I
have ever known.
But she was more than just formal education. In fact, she was a renaissance woman.

Let’s take a look:
Athlete. She earned letters at Andrew High School as a Thunderbolt. She loved
tennis. She watched all the matches and knew all the tennis history, players, titles,
etc. If I traveled for work to a city where a grand slam event was held she would ask
me to take a picture of the facility – for example Roland-Garros Stadium in Paris,
France where the French Open is played or Rod Laver Arena in Melbourne, Australia
where the Australian Open is played. Many years ago when I was in shape I decided
to ask Beth to play me in tennis thinking I would do well. We played on the courts at
Andrew High School. It didn't go as I planned. I could barely return a serve. She
destroyed me. That was the end of my tennis career.
Artist. Beth was a self-taught artist. In her teens and early adult years Beth created
the collection of drawings displayed in the back, many of which could hang in some
art institutes. Beth displayed a couple of them in her bedroom and humbly stored the
rest away in a plastic bin. They will no longer be stored away. They will be displayed
proudly in my home. Everyone at yesterday’s visitation exclaimed “I never knew that
about Beth.”
Musician. Beth was a self-taught musician - guitar, piano and vocals. She never took
a lesson, couldn't read music but had the gift of ‘perfect-pitch.’ She loved The
Beatles, Billy Joel, Barbra Streisand, Eagles, John Denver and Simon & Garfunkel.
How good was she? Well … a couple of examples:
When the Eagles got back together in 1994 they released a live album called ‘Hell
Freezes Over’ because they all said that would have to happen for them to play
together again. Their most famous song ‘Hotel California’ is on that album. However,
unlike the original, they start out with an amazing acoustic guitar opening played by
Don Felder who they called ‘fingers.’ One day soon after the release of that album
Beth was visiting me in Michigan. She picked up my acoustic guitar and nailed that
part note-for-note. I asked her: “How did you do that?” She said she just listened to it
and figured it out. Listen to it when you can – it is a complex piece of guitar playing.
She’s also the only one I know that played The Beatles’ ‘Blackbird’ just like Paul
McCartney played it.
A few years back she purchased an electric piano. A couple of years ago she was
again visiting me in Michigan. I was upstairs and what did I hear coming from my
piano in the living room? I heard two Beatles songs – ‘Martha My Dear’ and ‘Lady
Madonna’ – both penned by Paul McCartney in 1968 and known for their amazing
piano work. She played it just like Paul. Again, listen to them when you can. Then
you’ll know how talented she was.
William Edward Draper III - April 26, 2018 at 04:40 PM
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Adam Spieszny lit a candle in memory of Ms. Elizabeth M. Draper "Beth"

Adam Spieszny - April 23, 2018 at 01:19 PM

“

I meet Beth at Governor State and we had many accounting classes together. Then I
learned she lived just a few houses up the street from us. My husband and I loved
getting to know Beth. She was kind, smart, caring, and she stuck to her convictions
which we loved about her. She will be truly missed.

Eric and Meaghan Condon - April 23, 2018 at 10:36 AM
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Jim Drozdowski lit a candle in memory of Ms. Elizabeth M. Draper "Beth"

Jim Drozdowski - April 23, 2018 at 07:45 AM
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I became Beth's friend later in life. I wish I could have known her all my life. Beth was
smart, kind and funny! She always did what was right and loved helping others. We
had lunch on several occasions and I always laugh when I remember her stories. I
will miss her very much. She is now an angel in heaven.

Julie Ann Behluli - April 22, 2018 at 12:28 PM
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Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Ms. Elizabeth M. Draper "Beth".

April 21, 2018 at 02:07 PM
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Dave, Weishi, Alison and Angela purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family
of Ms. Elizabeth M. Draper "Beth".

Dave, Weishi, Alison and Angela - April 21, 2018 at 11:15 AM
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I was Beth's Sunday School Teacher at Zion Lutheran Church. I battled breast
cancer shortly before Beth's first battle and she and I became reacquainted then.
She was very kind and supportive to me and to my 97 year old mother-in-law. I am
sorry to learn that she battled cancer again and that she has gone to be with Jesus. I
will keep your family in my prayers. Diane Wille

Diane Wille - April 20, 2018 at 10:17 PM
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One of my favorite memories growing up was listening to Beth and my sister playing
guitars in the living room. We were all Beatles fans and one pf their songs was “If I
fell”. That they played a duet too. We all played the organ and I also learned guitar
like them. I really miss thoae good times.

Maribeth Schauf - April 20, 2018 at 07:44 PM

“

Beth was my sister’s best friend in high school and throughout life. She was like a big
sister to me and I have known her over 40 years. Her life ended too soon. Beth I
would like to tell you that we were here for you in life and will be here for you while
you are in heaven. You are an angel in heaven now just like you were on earth.

Maribeth Schauf - April 20, 2018 at 07:41 PM
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Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Ms. Elizabeth M. Draper
"Beth".

April 20, 2018 at 07:36 PM

