Mr. Edward H. Bruske
April 14, 1929 - April 11, 2020

Edward H. "Bud" Bruske III, of Frankfort, IL, died of natural causes Saturday, April 11,
2020, three days shy of his ninety-first birthday. Mr. Bruske was born in Chicago, IL, and
while growing up he took whistling lessons, raised bees and attended North Park
Academy High School where he played basketball and football.
He attended Northwestern University, joined the National Guard and was activated for
duty into the Army during the Korean War. He was an accomplished showman and
breeder of Labrador retrievers, an expert pilot of small aircraft and he and his wife,
Priscilla, traveled the world in their later years.
He was the founder of Bruske Products in Tinley Park, IL, a small manufacturing and
janitorial supply company that actively produces and distributes brooms, sweeper
brushes, the "Indestructible Bruske Brush" and the "Buddy Brush" and was involved in the
business until his death.
He is survived by his high school sweetheart and wife of sixty-nine years, Priscilla; his
sister, Barbara Perloff, of Appleton, WI; son Ed Bruske of Cambridge, NY; four daughters,
Diane Bruske, Susan Bruske and Laura Crisman—all residing in the Chicago area—and
Linda Bruske, of Boynton Beach, FL, as well as eight grandchildren and two greatgrandchildren.
Mr. Bruske will be buried in the Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery, located in Ellwood,
IL, and a memorial service with full Military Honors will be held at a later date. In lieu of
flowers please make a donation in his name to the Salvation Army.

Cemetery
Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery
20953 Hoff Road
Elwood, IL, 60421

Comments

“

Dear Priscilla and Family,
I am so sorry to hear of Ed's passing. He was a great guy and my parents sure did
love him. I am sure they were glad to see him!
Take care all of you, I will keep you in my heart.

Mary SImonis - April 27 at 06:15 PM

“

Dad was a man on a mission, always. He had many passions which kept him busy at
all times. His first passion during high school, was Priscilla, who would become his
wife, eventually, of 69 years. What I remember of our lives together was all of us
following dad around on one excursion after another. When it was training and
raising dogs, I was shadowing him during their training sessions and the whole family
was in tow to all the field trials and dog shows. If we asked mom "where's dad?" She
would most likely say, "Oh he had to go meet a man about a dog." The field trials and
dog shows took us all over the state of Michigan, which we all loved, and we even
towed a trailer made especially for dogs to travel in. I think he could take eight dogs
in that trailer. After the dogs, he created a construction company exclusively to build
his new home in Prestwick.
He, my mom and brother, Ed built or sub-contracted the entire project themselves.
Then there was his new business, Bruske Products (the second love of his life) and
following that were, wine, scotch, investing, opera, movies, Judge Judy, investing,
investing, investing. Going through his closet I found that when he was out jogging
(at one point in his life) or walking (he was Prestwick's "early walker") he was
listening to investment strategies CDs or beating the market CDs. He was also
listening to educational CDs about the great artists, history, the Royal Family and
more. It seemed there was not a moment wasted in his life...every moment being put
to good use. He was a man of "great appetites" which included food, and especially
desserts, up until recently, accompanied by a good wine. At family dinners we would
watch as he polished off every dessert on the table. It was common practice for
family members to pass their half-eaten dessert down the table for him to finish.
Because he had such distinct proclivities with regards to his dining habits, he carried
a bag with him to family gatherings so he would have his own salt shaker, pepper
grinder, little bowels, small cutting board and more. He was a generous man, and
was always thinking about the financial futures of his children and grandchildren.
While he had a large family and loved everyone, he will probably be most
remembered for always being busy, and doing things his way...up until the very end.
He was at his desk conducting business until the day before he died. He left this
world on his terms, and truly did it all his way.

Diane Bruske - April 16 at 08:38 AM

“

Suzanne Beaty lit a candle in memory of Mr. Edward H. Bruske

Suzanne Beaty - April 15 at 09:14 AM

“

Lavender Sympathy Box was purchased for the family of Mr. Edward H. Bruske.

April 14 at 11:33 PM

“

I will always remember Mr Bruske coming up to me and asking me to dance at my
wedding reception when my own father wasn’t able to attend. Then thanking me and
handing me $100 bill. It left quiet an impression on this young bride.
Rest In Peace Mr Bruske
Pammy

Pam Patterson - April 14 at 09:33 PM

“

“

What a wonderful memory Pam...thank you so much for sharing that.
Diane Bruske - April 16 at 07:31 AM

I recall on one of the plane flights he took me on, he had me sit in the co-pilot seat.
He told me I was going to take off and fly the plane! I was around 8 years old and
although I’m not sure of my age at the time, I certainly remember the day. He looked
excited as he taxied into position and I was nervous and thought “he must be crazy
for letting me fly this thing, but he said all I have to do is pull back on the steering
wheel. So it can’t be that hard.” Then we sped up and he gave me the signal it was
time to take off. I gently pulled back and nothing happened. He said “no, you really
have to pull!” So I did. We jumped into the air as I continued to bring the wheel closer
to my chest, and it appeared his heart was traveling just as fast into his throat as he
grabbed at the wheel and pushed down softly saying, “ok, ease off a bit.” Grandpa
loved thrills and loved giving those thrills to his grandchildren. He will be missed. —

Phillip
Phillip Schafer - April 14 at 09:19 PM

“
“

“

Hahahaha...what a great memory...wild times with grandpa!!
Diane Bruske - April 16 at 07:32 AM

Condolences on the lost of your grandfather.
Gary Banser - April 17 at 02:02 AM

Gonna miss you coming in the office every Friday!!! Just gonna miss your face & all
of your recommendations for the next good movie to see on Netflix RIP
Mary

Mary L. - April 14 at 09:19 PM

“

Susan Bruske lit a candle in memory of Mr. Edward H. Bruske

Susan Bruske - April 14 at 04:33 PM

