Mr. Donald E. Wetzel
September 10, 1937 - May 6, 2020

Donald E. Wetzel, age 82, a longtime resident of Oak Forest, passed away due to the
effects of Covid-19
Don proudly served in the U.S. Navy and retired after 30 years from Arbor Park School
Dist. 145.
Happily married for 61 years to his beloved Ellen, nee Brittain.
Loving father of Don (Shirley) Wetzel, Julie (Brian) Tyler and Deanna (David Harris)
Wetzel
Cherished grandfather of Kristen, Danny, Lindsay (Josh), Kevin, Courtney, Erica, &
Carissa. Beloved brother of Audrey (late Calvin) Knock. Dear Uncle, loyal friend and
neighbor to many. Due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, funeral service is private, a celebration
of his life and memorial service will be held at a later date.
We are asking for prayers for Ellen as she continues to fight against Covid-19. In lieu of
flowers, a donation to Advocate Health Care charitable foundation COVID-19 relief fund
for critical care at South Suburban Hospital.

Cemetery
Good Shepherd Cemetery
16201 104th Avenue
Orland Park, IL, 60462

Comments

“

He was such a good man. We at the flea market knew him as fisherman Don!!!
Loved his fishing equipment!!!!!’ God Bless him. Frank and Susan Gliwa

Frank Gliwa - June 03 at 10:21 AM

“

Lynn Obrien lit a candle in memory of Mr. Donald E. Wetzel

Lynn Obrien - May 12 at 11:45 AM

“

Uncle Don
You have never changed over all these years. What great memories I have of you.
May you rest in peace.
Love Lynn and Liam

Lynn Obrien - May 12 at 11:44 AM

“

Dear Don, Julie and DeeDee... As you, were are all saddened by the passing of your
parents so suddenly. I worked with Don for 28 years at Arbor and boy he was a great
friend. He loved our District and took care of it like it were his own. He was always
there for me with whatever I needed. He had nicknames for people who worked there
and some were really funny. He told me all he called me was Kathy but I'm not so
sure. If you made him mad watch out but he never stayed mad for long. As they say,
his bark was worse than his bite. When we would get together he always had your
mom with him. I love that about him. They made such a great couple. I missed him in
reitirement....and I really miss him now. Prayers and hugs for all of you
Kathy (Sternagle) Mikulski

Kathy Mikulski - May 11 at 04:53 PM

“

Julie, Don, Deedee, I am so sorry to hear of your parents passing. Keeping you in my
prayers
Connie Erickson (Helmuth) - May 25 at 12:54 AM

“

Don was a wonderful friend and co-worker. The laughs we shared were never
ending. My deepest sympathy to the entire family on the passing of your dear
parents.

Randy Pekk - May 10 at 11:27 AM

“

Dear Don, Julie and Deanna-my deepest sympathy on the passing of your father and
mother, they were meant to be together forever. I have so many fond memories of
Wilbur and I together but the best has to be when he was wrestling with Danny
Martin(about 325 pounds) He proceeded to sit on your father and he kept asking me
to help him but I was laughing so hard there was nothing I could do. Although I had
not seen Don or Ellen in many years I will cherish their memories forever. GOD
bless.

Dale E Lichtenstein - May 10 at 10:15 AM

“

Big Don will be missed terribly. Coming to Chicago always meant seeing Uncle Don.
I will never forget listening to fishing, flea market, and family stories with a cold beer
and the most wonderful scents coming from whatever he and Aunt Ellen were
cooking.
Little Don, Julie and Dede, I feel so sad for you guys, your Dad and Mom were the
best. I think they taught me to have tolerance more than anyone else. They had a
lifetime love for each other that spilled out to everyone around them. They were the
best and will always be a special part of me.

cal - May 09 at 04:39 PM

“

Forever in my heart as a beloved Uncle and Godfather!
To my dear cousins, Donnie, Julie and Deanna and their families my deepest
sympathy. My earliest memories were of your Dad as all of us lived in the same
house (duplex) on Wood Street (he, a teenager when I was born). Always a kind,
gentle and loving Uncle who took me to get "Rainbow Cones". Then, in later years,
perfectly willing (?) to take us to the King Tut exhibit at the Field Museum.
Now, as I write this, we have learned of your Mother's passing. It was a true love

story. Always evident was their constant and abiding love for each other. They will be
missed. They were my only Aunt and Uncle.
Audrey wants you to know, she sends her love.
Our hearts go out to you. All our love, Melanie and Dwight
Melanie and Dwight Flatt - May 09 at 04:10 PM

“

Dear Donnie, Julie, Deanna and families, Uncle Don truly was a beloved Uncle; he
always made us feel so welcomed and loved. We know how heart broken you are to
lose such a kind and caring father and grandfather. My favorite memory was when he
last took us on a drive past the house on Wood Street. He told us, “Now don’t you tell
your mother!” We are sending our best wishes for Aunt Ellen. Audrey sends her love
to all of you. With much love, Bootie and Randy

Calene Babcock - May 09 at 02:58 PM

“

. I enjoyed his stories of Don and Ellen going to garage sales and his treasures that
he found. You were a real treasure to work with! Every time I would run into Don after
retirement , whether it be at the bank or store, he would bring up that, I like to wear
slippers at work on his shiny newly polished floors! Thinking of Ellen and the whole
family during this difficult time.

Joanne Kersten - May 09 at 12:31 PM

