Mr. Dennis J. Rogers
March 2, 1951 - July 21, 2020

Dennis “Denny” James Rogers was born March 2nd, 1951 and was carried home by God
on July 21st, 2020. Denny was preceded in death by his parents Patrick and Eileen
Rogers and by his ANGEL and wife of 15 years, Peg O’Neill Rogers. He is survived by his
wife Sally Cline Rogers and his children: Shane and Emily McFly, Brian and Kristen
Rogers, Caitlin and Ryan Barry, Marty and Erica Rogers, Rebecca Rogers, Kristi
Vanderploeg, Keith W. Vanderploeg, Mark and Debbie Vanderploeg, Katie and Ryan
McGinn. He will be forever loved and missed by his grandchildren who were his whole
world: Jessica and Kyle, Jacob and Joey, Coleman, Layla, Zach, Kourtney, Aubree, Rome,
Jonah, Abbey, Hailey, and his first great grandchild (expected August 9th) Delanie.
Denny was the third child of Patrick and Eileen. He is survived by his siblings Sharon and
(late) Tim Hickey, Michael and Pat Rogers, Dan and Debbie Rogers, Karen Brasch, Pattie
Honig, Marty and Lisa Rogers. Denny also has a multitude of nieces and nephews who he
delighted in.
Denny will always be remembered for his larger than life personality, his love for telling
jokes and his ability to never meet a stranger that he couldn’t make laugh. Denny had a
life full of making friends with his many years of employment. He especially cherished
Mary Ellen Irwin. Denny loved fishing, camping and football. He particularly enjoyed his
early fishing trips to Canada with his good buddies Tom Jones and Joe Lenart.
He was a member of St. Mary’s church in Mokena. He was active in the men’s ministry
where he met his dear friend and mentor Nick DiGiovanni.
Denny loved life.. loved it! And he will be missed by so many people. Until we meet again,
OUR HERO AND CHAMPION! Viewing of Denny will be at St. Marys Church in Mokena
from 11:30 a.m. until the time of Mass at 12 noon. Interment is at Holy Sepulchre
Cemetery.
Due to the global health pandemic (COVID-19) and public health mandates, the gathering
size will be limited to less than fifty (50) attendees in the funeral facilities at any given time.
Face coverings will be required for entry into the Funeral Home. For additional
information, 708-479-1210 or www. vandenbergfuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

Denny was one of the most alive & energetically fun filled people to ever grace this
earth. The best of him lives on through ALL of his family, forever inspired by him...

James Hopewell - July 31, 2020 at 12:48 AM

“

I met Denny while working for Barnelli's in early 2000. Denny was a true inspiration
and made coming to work fun. He was full of laughter and endless dad jokes. His
humor caught people off guard. I particularly remember him handing a guest their
food, and when the guest said "thank you, have a nice day" Denny responded with
"Hey, don't tell me what to do" with a huge smile. We had a great team and took care
of each other every day. He called us "The Warrior Poets", and on his anniversary as
our team was being relocated we gave him an award that said "Leader of the Warrior
Poets" You knew the bond between us was real because it brought unexpected tears
to all of us.
Thank you!
Chris Viso

Chris Viso - July 27, 2020 at 03:31 PM

“

Peace be with you Sally and the kids. Great Family. I did some work for Denny over
the years. It was apparent that he sure loved his family. Very gracious, giving man.
His Irish jokes were the best. Tell Father Ryan Hello :). RIP my friend

Dan Chesebro - July 27, 2020 at 12:20 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Karen Rogers-Brasch - July 25, 2020 at 08:18 AM

“

This is my Big Brother Denny, with his loving siblings and adoring parents! Miss you
already!! Love you!!
Karen Rogers-Brasch - July 25, 2020 at 08:20 AM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Cathy (Gertzen) Macdonald - July 24, 2020 at 07:36 PM

“

Too many memories to choose from !! Den had a way of walking into a party , a
crowd or even a religious ceremony and lead with a one liner, often while channeling
Donald Duck. All in an attempt just to get a smile. Denny you lived to be loved, I hope
you knew just how much you were. You have left an impressive on every heart you
touched. You are just the sweetest guy ever!!! Love you forever!!! Your favorite sister
Kiki

Karen Rogers-Brasch - July 24, 2020 at 05:32 PM

“

I attended St Nick’s with Denny. Great guy and a real sense of humor. My deepest
sympathies to the Rogers family.
Cathy Gertzen - July 24, 2020 at 06:47 PM

“

I was a classmate of Denny’s...St. Nicholas Class of 1965. Sincere Condolences to the
family.
jan - July 24, 2020 at 07:21 PM

“

No one has mentioned how handsome Denny was. All the Roger's boys were... But Denny
had that Tom Selleck thing going. I was just a shy little cousin and he always made me feel
special. Love ya Denny. Say hi to everyone. Lucky you leaving the embrace of so many
who loved you and getting to run into the arms of our beloved King your mom and dad,
aunties and uncles, Peg and all the Saints in heaven... Not too bad for a great life lived.
Slainte! God bless you and keep you in the palm if his hands.
Bridget Breitzmann - July 24, 2020 at 07:53 PM

“

Dennis was my best friend in elementary school at St Nicholas in Roseland and after that
at Mendal catholic and Fenger HS in Roseland. Drinking in his garage, fighting with hid
brother Danny. , man it's tough to think back that far. We had the BEST times. Yes we were
both on the football team at Mendal and got kicked out and went to Fenger together and
both played football. The team at Fenger was so lame compared to Mendal when our
senior year (69) football picture was taken, we both ducked, so you can't see us in the
photo (his idea)
Would love to meet up with his family and share more stories. I'm still in the Chicago area.
Anyway....
Tonight I'll drink a toast to him; was a best friend then; and still a best friend now; ....the
stories we could tell
man
Ed Wynn
Ed Wynn - July 24, 2020 at 09:46 PM

