Mr. Bernard "Benny" John Salzbrunn
May 19, 1946 - April 4, 2020

Ben Salzbrunn of Downers Grove, IL, died April 4, 2020 at the age of 73 years. Ben was
born in Melrose Park, IL. to his parents the late Fred and Mary Alice Salzbrunn. Beloved
husband of 52 years to Janice Ludwig. Loving father of Michelle and husband Colin Turner
and Steven Salzbrunn and wife Valerie. Proud Grandfather to Benjamin, Caroline and
Cole Turner and Chloe and Hailey Salzbrunn. Dear brother of William, James, Renee, and
the late Richard and Don Salzbrunn, Ellen Shelfo, Carol Pohlman, and the late Rose Mary
Haas, uncle to many nieces and nephews. A proud Teamster of forty four years, Ben
worked as a truck driver at Jorgensen Steel, in Schaumburg IL where Ben was recognized
for driving one million miles without incident until his retirement eight years ago. Ben loved
his family, traveling with his wife and enjoyed helping people. His passions included
working in his garden, visiting with his grandchildren, playing the lottery and looking after
his friends and family. Ben most enjoyed being out on the road, he was a walking road
map always opting for the back roads of life. He was happiest with the wind in his hair,
country music playing on the radio and the hum of the engine carrying him down the road
to new adventures. Ben would give you the shirt off his back, a loving and caring man that
will not soon be forgotten. The world lost a special person on April 4, 2020, It is up to his
family and friends to carry on his legacy. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic a private
memorial will be held Thursday April 9, 2020, at the Vandenberg Funeral Home in Tinley
Park with a public celebration of life service to be held at a later date.
In Lieu of flowers, memorials may be directed to the family for pulmonary fibrosis
awareness.

Comments

“

I worked with Benny at EMJ, Benny was always full energy and most of all jokes.
he was a great guy.
So sorry for your loss, my prayers are with your family.
Marie West

marie west - April 11, 2020 at 12:52 PM

“

I found my brother Ben a little over a year ago when he did his DNA test on Ancestry,
and then I did mine a little while later. I never thought in a million years that I would
find a whole new family. His DNA came up very high it was 1,975 CM, this said he
was a close family member. I could not figure out who he was so I sent him an email
saying, I think we are related I said. Much to my surprise, Ben emailed me back right
away. After many emails, we finally figured out that yes I was his half-sister. We
finally got to meet each other, Janice and Ben invited us for lunch at their home and
it was wonderful to finally get to see him and Janice in person. Unfortunately, we did
not get together after that one time. With Ben's illness and me living a distance from
him it just never worked out for another visit.. We did develop a great relationship by
just calling and emailing. He brought me up on who was who in the family. We
exchanged photos of me when I was young. Ben emailed me pictures of Ellen and
Mary Rose when they were young. When I open the email it was like looking at
myself. Such a shock, the resemblance was me!
I did some research on Ancestry and found many family members that Ben didn't
know about who lived in Germany. I finally put together a book on the family tree of
Salzbrunn's.and sent it to him. Ben and Janice were thrilled to get it. Ben was the
most wonderful brother anyone could have asked for me included. He was funny and
kind and just so caring. He supported us when we lost our son and was always there
for me even when he was feeling so ill with the IPF. He will be missed by so many as
he touched the hearts of so many people. Till we meet again, rest easy little brother,
you will always be in my heart.

Carol Pohlman - April 10, 2020 at 12:28 AM

“

My brother and his wife Jan,took many rides to nowhere Louis and I enjoy the trips to
Wisconsin many places in Illinois,corn festival,best restaurants along the the back
roads he called it the scenic route.He loved to drive in Hawaii he drove the long road
to Hana .He drove to Texas to see my son in Antonio the trips were fun and the jokes
were even funnierI will miss my younger brother he was alway there to help in
anyway he could,i’m sure he looking down on us right now and praying for us all .

ellen shelfo - April 09, 2020 at 09:45 PM

“

I will always remember Uncle Benny biking over to my house with Steven to welcome
me into their home for a weekend sleepover! It always made my day when I would
stop by with the garbage truck to say hello and he would greet me with a big smile. It
was great to reconnect at Sophia's birthday party this past summer, as he greeted
me with that same big smile once again. I will never forget my Uncle Benny. Aunt
Janice, Michelle and Steven - both Erica and I are thinking of you and sharing in your
sadness.
David and Erica Salzbrunn

David Salzbrunn - April 08, 2020 at 06:04 PM

“

I will miss my favorite uncle so much. I will miss his sense of humor and his kindness
the most. He once drove my mother 20 plus hours to visit us. I will never forget that.
Rest in peace Uncle Ben.

Richard Shelfo - April 08, 2020 at 01:32 PM

“

As my uncle and godfather, Uncle Benny will always hold a special place in my heart.
Our deepest sympathy to Aunt Janice and the families of Michelle and Steven. We all
share in your sadness.
Lisa (Salzbrunn), Bill and Ryan Sadler

Lisa Sadler - April 08, 2020 at 11:29 AM

“

Norman Salzbrunn Deutschland purchased the Heart's Companion Bouquet for the
family of Mr. Bernard "Benny" John Salzbrunn.

Norman Salzbrunn Deutschland - April 08, 2020 at 09:08 AM

“

Forever loving My Uncle Benny

Patty Salzbrunn - April 07, 2020 at 04:24 PM

“

So sorry for your loss! Attached is a picture of Brian and Benny. We will always
remember him and the good times we all had together. Brian has known him since
he was 15. Our condolences! Love Brian & Donna

Brian & Donna Butterworth - April 07, 2020 at 03:05 PM

“

Thank you for including me in your and Janice’s many road trips, adventures, movies,
finding the best burgers and our many bargain shopping trips that always turned into a
great time with lots of laughs. I will always cherish those memories, and will truly miss you
Ben.
Rhonda Lumpp - April 07, 2020 at 05:30 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Mr. Bernard "Benny" John
Salzbrunn.

April 07, 2020 at 12:53 PM

“

Our most sincere condolences to Jan and family. May care and love of those around
you provide comfort and peace to get you through the days ahead. Ben was a great
friend and neighbor. All our love, Jack and Joyce.

jack joyce markham - April 07, 2020 at 12:29 PM

“

Serene Retreat was purchased for the family of Mr. Bernard "Benny" John
Salzbrunn.

April 07, 2020 at 10:30 AM

